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Why does UKFast use Fedora Core?
Introduction

The attraction of a Linux software platform as a base for offering hosting services is obvious to anyone familiar
with Linux. As open source software Linux applications offer the considerable benefits of quality, versatility,

choice and always being up to date.

But with so many different Linux platforms to choose between, finding the right application for your needs
is a potential minefield that must be successfully negotiated. Having carefully evaluated its own needs,

UKFast selected Fedora Core as its Linux platform of choice. But why opt for Fedora?
Explanation of subject - What is Fedora Core, where did it come from?

Firstly, it is worthwhile establishing what Fedora Core is. Its development community says Fedora is “about
the rapid progress of Free and Open Source software”. Originally developed 5 years ago from Red Hat'’s
Linux software platform, Fedora has evolved, through 8 stages currently, to become one of the most popular

Linux distros around.

Fedora has always epitomised the open-source mantra of Linux. Originally developed in the open community
by the ‘Fedora Project’ as an add-on to Red Hat's core Linux offering, Fedora quickly took on an identity of
its own. With more and more Linux programmers flocking to its ranks, the new distro became a bastion of

delivering high quality, free Linux software.

Due to its popularity and therefore support from a large and wide-ranging development community, Fedora
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boasts the advantages of quality and currency. The sheer number of Linux programmers working on Fedora
code ensures that quality is produced and that it rises to the top to become the standard fare. Similarly,
currency, and for that matter relevancy, is achieved because there is always somebody bringing out new

code to improve the Fedora platform.

In addition, Fedora benefits from its rich heritage. Having a parent like Red Hat, a titan of Linux development,
guarantees Fedora’s pedigree. The very first version of Fedora, released in 2003, was based on Red Hat

Enterprise Linux and the Fedora platform continues to enjoy support from the Linux development heavyweight.
Why choose Fedora Core?

UKFast uses the stable version of Fedora Core software, which incorporates the best of Fedora development

up to version 8.

The ‘stable’ nature of the Fedora distros is a key component to UKFast’s pledge to provide clients with
reliable and uninterrupted service. As touched on above, stable Linux platforms offer much greater reliability

and usability compared with less developed options.

If a Linux version is classed as stable, users can be assured that the software has been highly developed

and tested by a reassuringly large community of experienced Linux developers. Furthermore, the inevitable
glitches and bugs that appear in Linux software development are identified and resolved on stable platforms
and as a well-established, popular variation, stable Linux software is also cutting edge, incorporating the

best of what is new in Linux programming.

In contrast non-stable Linux platforms represent much greater risk. Their applications have not been
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vigorously tested and they are prone to be blighted by bugs that disrupt their operation. Users that opt for
non-stable versions run the risk of faltering software that can delay processes, result in lost data or even

platform collapse.

Fedora Core is also a good bet with regard to future development. Building on the points made just above,
its stable nature and extensive support network ensures that it quickly adapts to the changing Linux
environment. When innovation inevitably occurs, Fedora Core users can be assured that they can incorporate
the benefits quickly. So Fedora Core offers the responsiveness to grow and adapt with a business year to

year.

But Fedora Core is not the only well-established and stable Linux operating system around. So why does
UKFast prefer it to the other contenders? Ubuntu is a good example to compare with as it mirrors Fedora
in many ways. Like Fedora, Ubuntu is a very popular, free Linux system that developed out of a major distro

branch (in its case Debian). It offers many of Fedora’s benefits including versatility.

The reality is that Fedora Core is not preferable to Ubuntu or any other major, stable Linux operating system
in the main. All offer the strengths to provide a quality service. UKFast simply uses Fedora Core because
it is most suitable for its working procedures. It offers slightly better accessibility with more control panels
built in and updates are more regular. Therefore Fedora Core offers the reassurance that UKFast is working

with bang up to date Linux code with an interface that meets its hectic daily work schedule.
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Checklist of Fedora Core Benefits

° Stable

° Reliable

° Versatile

° Cutting Edge

° Well supported

Why UKFast’s clients benefit from its choice of Fedora Core

UKFast strives to delivery the best possible service to its clients and that means using the best possible
tools. Efficiency and consistent up-time is crucial to clients and therefore finding the Linux software to

delivery this is crucial to UKFast.

So, for its Linux based platforms, UKFast has opted for Fedora Core because the company believes that
it offers the optimum in reliability, usability and affordability. With Fedora Core driving their servers, UKFast’s

clients are getting super reliable programming, free from annoying bugs and potentially costly interruptions.
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Conclusions

While development of brand new Linux distros should be encouraged in the spirit of adventurous discovery,
businesses using Linux software operating systems should restrict themselves to using stable, established

versions.

Backed by a Linux software titan like Red Hat and with a massive development community on board, Fedora
Core offers state-of-the-art, dependable Linux programming. By selecting Fedora Core, businesses can
optimise current performance, while also confidently preparing for future development, because they can

trust that their Linux software will meet their needs.

Contact Information

UKFast

City Tower
Piccadilly Plaza
Manchester

M1 4BT

tel: 0845 458 4545
fax: 0870 458 4545
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